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Do Alberta Renewables 
need a Midcourse Correction?



Midcourse Correction to 
Where?



the  Goal is Net Zero Electricity

Agreement on:
• Reliable
• Affordable
• Clean / Decarbonized / Net Zero

But By When?
• 2050 ?
• 2035 ?



Renewable Moratorium Module A
November 22 deadline is a redirection

AESO favours gas powered generation due to reliability

AESO does not acknowledge ‘clean’ power

AESO does not acknowledge fugitive methane in natural gas

And what about pending Federal CER (Clean Electricity Regulations)

draft CER came out in August 2023



The AUC MATRIX on Module A
Inquiry Questionnaire on Renewables 



What are the Matrix Questions ?

Module A
• Answers to questions on land impact are due November 22

Module B
• Questions on system reliability are pending

All Reports due by February 29





A few examples of AUC
Module A
Questionnaire



Module A questions redirect from the 
importance of a low carbon grid

• AUC First sought comments on the moratorium from everyone

• Posted those submissions (600 pages of those comments)

• Added the Matrix Module A questionnaire due Nov 22

• Nov. 10 Posted four expert reports on Module A (not Module B)



But Alberta already has 
Guidelines for 
Renewable Energy 
Operations 
promulgated 
September 14, 2018
by the NDP
Alberta Environment 
and Parks 







2018 Comprehensive Directive on Renewable Generation



•Module B will have the question on GRID RELIABILITY

• BUT WHAT ABOUT A ‘CLEAN’ LOW CARBON GRID ? !

• AESO’s SCARE ABOUT FREEZING IN THE DARK IS DISENGENOUS

• Example of no acknowledgement of need for emission reduction:

• Kineticor Cascade 900 MW CCGT 

• Approved quickly with no stringent GHG emission controls 

• close to commissioning 2024

Module A questions redirect from the 
importance of a low carbon grid



This warning of 
brownouts due to a clean 

grid is disingenuous 



https://www.alberta.ca/system/files/epa-government-of-alberta-submission-on-draft-federal-electricity-regulations.pdf

This is the only ‘public’ 
indication of Rebecca 
Schulz’s November 3, 
2023 letter to Steven 

Guilbeault 

https://www.alberta.ca/system/files/epa-government-of-alberta-submission-on-draft-federal-electricity-regulations.pdf


November 3, 2023  UCP comments on CER



Page 1



Page 2



Page 3



Nov. 3, 2023 submission from 
Minister Rebecca Schulz        

on draft CER

20 page dissertation on 
Alberta’s Emission 
Reduction Plan

Concerns with draft CER

AESOs Analysis









UCP/AESO Reliance on Cogen   (page 8 of 20) 1/3 ?



AREA’s July 2023 
comments on cogen
in Alberta



It is costly  and 
technically 

challenging to reduce 
Oilsands Cogen GHG 

emissions by 90%  

AREA’s July 2023 
comments on cogen 
 in Alberta   



AESO 2022 Dashboard



AESO 2022 Dashboard



AESO 2022 Dashboard



AESO 2022 Dashboard



AESO assumed Cogen GHG emissions 2022 and 2035

2022            4,558,055 tnes CO2e 2035          431,863 tnes CO2e



In the Renewables and Storage Rush Scenario  AESO assumed
97% Cogen emission intensity ‘improvement’.

Is this even feasible and at what cost?

2022

• 34,457,108 MWh

• 4,558,055 tnes CO2e

• Emission Intensity
• 0.132 tne CO2e/MWh

2035

• 44,539,905 MWh

• 431,863 tnes CO2e

• Emission Intensity
• 0.0097 tne CO2e/MWh

This is simply WRONG.    Even CAPP says cogen emission intensity is 0.25 to 0.30 tne CO2e/MWh.  
Pembina reports cogen is 0.299 tne CO2e/MWh  



AESO 2022 Assumptions regarding cogen



CCUS on cogeneration….

•was conceivable by AESO in 2022

• Is inconceivable by UCP/AESO as of Nov. 3, 2023

•So what’s the deal?



Where do we go from here?



Notes from Meetup Discussion

• Await ‘revised’ draft Federal CER

• Await Federal methane mitigation regulation

• Await AUC Module B questionnaire and/or related expert reports 

• Await COP28 outcomes
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