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Wind and Solar Success in Texas!
Why?



But first





Overview   (after acknowledging the elephant)

•Rapid Deployment of Wind and Solar in Texas 
•What has enabled this Progress?
•What enablers might work in Alberta?

• AESO (Alberta Electric System Operator)?





ERCOT (Electric Reliability Council of Texas) 
Total Capacity   (167,541 MW)
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Texas Capacity is 7.5 times larger than Alberta
Alberta Texas
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2025 Systems Capacity Comparison
Alberta    (23 GW) Texas  (168 GW)
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Overview

•Rapid Deployment of Wind and Solar in Texas 
•What has enabled this Progress?



9.9 GW168 GW  Total Capacity

9.9 GW  BESS is 5.9 % of total capacity



Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO)
Current Supply Demand Report (Feb. 14, 2025, 21:22)
http://ets.aeso.ca/ets_web/ip/Market/Reports/CSDReportServlet

190 MW  BESS is 
0.8 % of total 

Alberta capacity

9,994 MW BESS is       
5.9 % of total   

Texas Capacity

COMPARE

http://ets.aeso.ca/ets_web/ip/Market/Reports/CSDReportServlet


9.99 GW
Dec. 2024

5.7 GW Sept.  2024

2020 2025

Exponential 
buildout of BESS
 (Battery Energy 
Storage Systems) 
since 2020
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Provides Peak 
Load Shifting
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Overview  

•Would this enabler work in Alberta?

• AESO (Alberta Electric System Operator) ?







ROADMAP ?
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Alternatives ?   (Can we budge the elephant?)

We can work toward structural change 

• by writing or calling our elected officials; 

• by writing letters to the Editor;

• by phoning the media to ask for the kind of coverage that we want to see; 

• by getting involved with groups like AREA, or 

• by listening to an excellent podcast like Volts, or Energy vs Climate, or Energi 
Media, or Zero, or Outrage + Optimism, or the renewables-related episodes on 
Alberta at Noon or West of Centre. 

• Subscribing to or commenting on these helps grow an audience. These all pop 
the oil-and-gas tinted bubble that surrounds us and prevents us from learning 
how fast the rest of the world is moving away from fossil fuels to cleaner, cheaper 
options that are equally or more reliable.”



Alternatives ?   (Can you budge the elephant?)

• Home grown DIY (Do It Yourself)
• One option:

• Ensure that municipalities encourage backyard solar PV;
• This will allow homeowners of a house/roof with poor solar 

exposure to site and orient an economical ground mounted 
solar array in an optimal location to offset some of their 
power loads -

• (e.g air conditioning during hot summers under a blazing 
sun……..that powers a solar PV system)
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